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I'm staggered to think that the
Weather and Price Gods have been this
kind to us for over two seasonsl!!!
Unprecedented!!

Stock condition throughout the county
is very good and the continuous feed
and Rain supply, coming just at the
right time has resulted in some
exceptional production gains.

In-calf rates, apart from a few
exceptions are sitting at 6-8%. Equally,
in-calf heifer rates are very high.

However, in recent weeks we have
seen a number of slips and abortions
due to Neospora Caninum. This
disease seems to take out an age
group of calves around 120 days,
although any stage of gestation can be
affected. We remind clients to avoid
feeding casualty stock to on-farm dogs
as this is one mechanism for
fransmitting this disease.

The wet harvest has resulted in a
significant quantity of high moisture
content in grain having been harvested.
Clients anticipating feeding this grain to
stock are advised to get it tested for
fungal contamination. We have a test
laboratory available to give an
evaluation for around $40 per sample. -
well worth it considering the devastating
effect toxic grain can produce.

Anthelmintic resistance is still the
single most common animal health
problem in farmed livestock that we
deal with on a flock and herd basis!!
Simple tests are available to check
drench effectiveness but far and away
the most common problem is prolonged
use of ineffective products and under-
dosing. Switching to the new families of
drench will only provide a limited respite
from drench failure. Sound drench
programmes integrated with livestock
grazing management will greatly extend
the useful life of anthelmintic drenching.
Weight gain is still the most sensitive
indicator of drench effectiveness.
Combined with routine faecal egg count
monitoring, a very powerful tool can be
developed to manage Internal
parasitism on individual farms. Dose
rate should be set to the heaviest

should be routinely checked to make
sure the dose being given is accurate.

Diseases we encounter regularly:

Leptospirosis can infect both animals
and people. Virtually all human cases
are as a result of direct contact with
animals. Leptospiral bacteria are shed
in the urine and other discharges, of
infected animals. Many animals
shedding the bacteria will not show
symptoms of the disease. In cattle the
symptoms vary depending on the age
and pregnancy status of the animal at
the time of the infection. The two
common outcomes of infection in cattle
are 'redwater in calves and abortions in
pregnant cows.

The only practical method of preventing
leptospirosis  from  occurring  and
eliminating the risk by infection is by
vaccination. A comprehensive
vaccination programme will significantly
lessen the risk of Leptospirosis infection
in people and livestock. We remind all
clients that only a comprehensive
vaccination programme including ALL
ages and classes of stock on a farm will
control this disease. Initial vaccination
of calves requires both a sensitiser and
a booster 4-6 weeks later and annual
vaccination thereafter.

Salmonella Infections

Many of you will have read about the
combined industry task force looking at
outbreaks of Salmonellosis in dairy
cows occurring particularly in the
Taranaki Region. Salmonellosis is an
important disease of all animals
(including humans).

Clinically it presents as one of three
syndromes:
1. Per-acute septicaemia— sudden
death from blood poisoning
2. Acute enteritis - scours
3. Chronic enteritis —scours and
illthrift

Aim to minimise stressors such as
transportation, deprivation of feed or
water, dietary changes and concurrent
disease such as BVD virus. Maintain

excellent standards of hygiene.
Treatment:
Involves antibiotics and fluid

replacement therapy. Early treatment of
affected animals with antibiotic can
save affected animals. This infection
can spread to humans if care is not
taken. Massey University is under
taking an extensive investigation to
define the factors important in these
various out breaks. Mid Canterbury has
always been high on the list for
salmonellosis.In particular Brandenberg
in sheep Typhimurium and Hindmarsh
were very prevalent in the mid Eighties.
Wide spread vaccination of sheep in the
late nineties has markedly reduced the
incidence of Salmonella but we still see
outbreaks from time to time.

Milk Quality and Inhibitory
Substances

We will be actively managing our
antibiotic prescriptions so that owners
and staff are well aware of the
appropriate  withholding times. All
antibiotics collected from the clinic are
under prescription and will now have to
be signed for. Please retain the pink
slips for your records. Clients needing
PAR forms for shed audits can contact
the clinic and we will provide the latest
update PAR list for you.

Disease review:

Coccidia eggs are everywhere; in
calf sheds, barns and even pasture.
The eggs can remain dormant for long
periods and are very resistant fo
extreme heat or cold. Once they infect a
calf the eggs can reproduce and spread
rapidly. Any form of stress can trigger
an outbreak of bloody scours. It is
estimated only 5% of calves show
obvious signs. The other 95% suffer low
level infection, which interferes with
feed consumption, feed conversion,

There are only two ways to live your Life .. One is as though nothing is a miracle, and the otheris as though everything is a miracle

Albert Einstein
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